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 NZAID’s total aid budget is approximately
NZ$315 million
Approximately 14% of the total budget, or
NZ$44 million goes to non-government
organisations (NGOs)
Two thirds of the NGO budget goes to
New Zealand agencies, one third to
in-country partners.

NGOs - a definition

Private, non-profit organisations working (in this
context) in international development. They are
also sometimes referred to as voluntary agencies.

Aid Minister Marian Hobbs

“At the government level our focus is policy and
direction, but it is particularly through non-
government organisations — with their grassroots
connections, long-term partnerships and deep
understanding of the needs of people — that we can
put our policies into action. NGOs are on the ground
in developing countries working to improve the
lives of people living in poverty.”

NZAID and NGOs

NZAID supports New Zealand NGOs working with
local partners at a community level in developing
countries. It recognises NGO expertise and
experience in fostering community development
and self-reliance.

NZAID contact with NGOs is both at an individual
level and through the Council for International
Development (CID), the umbrella group for

New Zealand international development NGOs.
CID represents New Zealand NGOs and

provides training.

The main NZAID sources of funding for NGOs are
the Voluntary Agency Support Scheme (VASS) and
the NZ$3 million Emergency Management and
Disaster Relief (EMDR) NGO Fund. New Zealand
NGOs provide emergency management, disaster
relief and rehabilitation assistance through this Fund.

Further support is available for NGO projects
through contestable funds for Asia, Africa and Latin
America. Funds may also be available for the support
of individual countries. NZAID also works closely
with NGO umbrella organisations in Papua New
Guinea, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and Indonesia.
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Long-term partnerships
NZAID has long-term partnerships and funding
arrangements with four agencies that are strategically
aligned with NZAID’s goals and objectives: the Council
for International Development, the Development
Resource Centre, Volunteer Service Abroad and Trade
Aid. NZAID also has a long-term arrangement with the
New Zealand Red Cross to support the international

delegates’ programme.

Volunteer Service Abroad

For more than 40 years New Zealanders from all walks of
life have joined Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) to share

their skills in developing countries.

VSA recruits and deploys around 120 New Zealand
volunteers annually to work in developing countries
throughout Africa, Asia and the Pacific. Assignments

typically last around two years.

The volunteers work alongside local communities to
achieve goals and solutions. They share not only their
knowledge of specialist fields, but also their energy,

enthusiasm and life experience.

VSA volunteers work in a wide range of assignments
including conservation and rural development, education,

training, engineering, health, disability support and the law.

NZAID supports VSA with NZ$6.15 million annually.

Above: VSA volunteer Cecille Lee, a youth counsellor in Bougainville.
Photo: VSA
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NGO snapshot

» It is estimated that more than 15% of total
overseas development aid worldwide is channeled
through NGOs
NGOs have become major players in international
development and are increasingly influential
Major trans-national NGOs with multi-million
dollar budgets include Care, Oxfam, Amnesty
International, Greenpeace, Global Vision and
Friends of the Earth.

Trade aid

Trade Aid assists producer groups in developing

countries with their business and marketing skills
and purchases a range of products — for instance

soapstone carvings and organic coffee — to sell in
its New Zealand stores.

Trade Aid subscribes to

the international fair trade
campaign objectives of fair
trade at a fair price. The aim
is to promote and develop

sustainable livelihoods and

FAIRTRADE

incomes for the workers who
make the products. Benefits

Guarantees
can include childcare,

a better deal
for Third World

Producers

healthcare and education for
workers and their children.

NZAID supports Trade Aid’s
alternative trading activities
with NZ$650,000 annually.

Contact us:

Catrina McDiarmid
+64 4 439 8314
+64 21 588 827

Communications:

catrina.mcdiarmid@nzaid.govt.nz

Programme Manager: Suzanne Loughlin
+64 4 439 8448
suzanne.loughlin@nzaid.govt.nz

Postal Address: Private Bag 18-901,
Wellington

www.nzaid.govt.nz

Voluntary Agencies Support Scheme

The Voluntary Agencies Support Scheme (VASS) allocates
NZ$13 million annually to help New Zealand NGOs

fund community development projects through their
overseas partners.

This approach recognises the expertise local community
groups have in working at a grassroots level among
poor communities.

Some of this funding is provided as a “block grant” to
major NGOs, while other NGOs are supported project-
by-project.

There are currently nine block grant NGOs. They are:
Adventist Development and Relief Agency, Caritas Aotearoa,
Christian World Service, Family Planning Association
International Development, Oxfam New Zealand, Save the
Children, TEAR Fund, The Leprosy Mission and World
Vision New Zealand.

NGOs funded for individual projects include: Action Love,
Alay-Buhay Educational Foundation, ARENA, Cambodia
Trust, Christian Children’s Fund, Development Resource
Centre, Fred Hollows Foundation, IHC/Inclusion
International, International Needs, Life Health and
Development Programme, Medical Aid Abroad, Mend
Trust, NZ/China Friendship Society, NZ Council of Trade
Unions, Richmond Fellowship NZ, Rotary NZ World
Community Service, SurfAid, Te Ora Hou, Te Whare Akonga,
The Peace Foundation, The Salvation Army, Transparency
International, UMMA Trust, UNICEF, UNIFEM, Viet Nam
Women'’s Project, Vietnam Cambodia Laos Support
Network, Vision Pacific and World Wildlife Fund.
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Above: NZAID is supporting Oxfam’s work in Sri Lanka to help local
people rebuild after the Asian tsunami. Photo: Oxfam



